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REPLACING AN IMAGE WITH A MEDIA
PLAYER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation application of prior
application Ser. No. 12/814,347, filed Jun. 11, 2010, and
issued on May 5, 2015 as U.S. Pat. No. 9,026,913.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

Embodiments of the invention generally relate to video
playback and, more specifically, to replacing an image with a
media player.

2. Description of the Related Art

Sharing of digital media among users has evolved rapidly
over the past decade. Digital video cameras can be used to
capture digital videos that can be uploaded to a web server,
such as a video web service, for sharing and viewing. One
example of a video web service is YouTube.com. Many video
sharing web sites incorporate embedded media players that
are created using Adobe Flash™ software developed by
Adobe Systems Incorporated.

Web pages are often configured to include multiple embed-
ded media players. This allows web page visitors to conve-
niently view a plurality of media files played within by the
media players, thereby enhancing their overall user experi-
ence. However, embedding multiple media players into a web
page degrades the web page performance and the overall
performance of a system that is used to view the web page.
This often leads to crashing the web browser or even the
computer system as a whole.

Accordingly, there remains a need in the art for an
improved technique for loading one or more media players
into a web browser.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the invention provides a computer-
implemented method that includes receiving a request to
generate an interface within a software application that is
configured to play back one or more media files; for a first
media file, generating an image representing a frame of the
first media file; and causing the image to be displayed within
the interface on a display device, where the image is config-
ured to detect an event that causes a media player to be loaded
into the software application behind the image.

Advantageously, embodiments of the invention provide the
ability to include multiple media players within a user inter-
face without exhausting resources of a computer system.
Each media player is loaded only when a user selects an
image that is rendered to depict a media player, thereby sav-
ing memory of the system without degrading the overall user
experience.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating components of a
system configured to implement one or more aspects of the
invention.

FIG. 2 is ablock diagram of a computing device, according
to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrating replacing an
image with a media player, according to one embodiment of
the invention.
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2

FIG. 4A is a screenshot of a web browser that is configured
to load a web page that includes a viewport, according to one
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4B is a screenshot of a software application that
includes a viewport, according to one embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 5 is flow diagram of method steps for generating an
interface that includes images of one or more media players,
according to one embodiment of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the invention provide techniques for
receiving a request to generate an interface configured to play
back one or more media files. For each of the one or more
media files, an image is generated that represents a frame
included in the media file. Each image can be replaced with a
media player configured to play back the corresponding
media file after an event is detected for that particular media
player.

System Overview

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating components of a
system 100 configured to implement one or more aspects of
the invention. As shown, the system 100 includes a sender
computing device 102, a network 104, a first recipient com-
puting device 106, a second recipient computing device 108,
a server computing device 110, a database 112, and a hand-
held device 114.

Each of the sender computing device 102, the first recipient
computing device 106, the second recipient computing
device 108, and the server computing device 110 may be any
technically feasible type of computing system. In an alterna-
tive embodiment, the computing devices 102, 106, 108 may
comprise at least one of a web-enabled television, a mobile
phone, or a computer monitor that includes computing hard-
ware, among others.

The computing devices 102, 106, 108, 110 are coupled to
one another via the network 104 and may transmit and receive
data across the network 104. The network 104 may be any
type of network, including the World Wide Web, the Internet,
a local area network (LAN), a wide area network (WAN), an
intranet, a cellular network, or any other technically feasible
type of network.

The sender computing device 102 includes a processor
116, a memory 117, and input/output (I1/O) devices 118. The
processor 116 is coupled to the I/O devices 118 and to the
memory 117. The processor 116 is the primary processor of
the sender computing device 102. The processor 116 may be
at least one of a single-core processor, a multi-core processor,
an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field-pro-
grammable gate array (FPGA), a graphics processing unit
(GPU), and a combination of processing units. The processor
116 is configured to execute program instructions stored in
the memory 117. The program instructions may include soft-
ware applications, drivers, and/or operating systems. In one
embodiment, the software application provides a user inter-
face that allows a sender to share one or more media items
with one or more recipients with a channel, as described in
greater detail herein. In some embodiments, the user interface
comprises a web browser.

The /O devices 118 may include at least one of akeyboard,
a mouse, a monitor, a speaker, a switch, a touchscreen, a
universal serial bus (USB) port, a firewire port, a serial port,
an Ethernet port, a disk drive, a flash drive, and a wireless
network card, among others. In one embodiment, the I/O
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devices 118 are used to transmit data to and receive data from
the network 104. In another embodiment, the I/O devices 118
can be used to store data in the memory 117.

The memory 117 may be any type of memory unit, includ-
ing at least one of a random-access memory (RAM) unit, a
dynamic RAM (DRAM) unit, a hard disk drive, and a flash
memory module, among others. The memory 117 is config-
ured to store software applications, drivers, and/or operating
systems. In one embodiment, the memory 117 stores a soft-
ware application that, when executed by the processor 116,
provides a user interface for sharing media items with recipi-
ents.

The first recipient computing device 106 includes a pro-
cessor 120, a memory 121, and I/O devices 122. The proces-
sor 120 is coupled to the I/O devices 122 and to the memory
121. The processor 120 is the primary processor of the first
recipient computing device 106. The processor 120 may be a
single-core processor, a multi-core processor, an ASIC, an
FPGA, a GPU, or a combination of processing units. The
processor 120 is configured to execute program instructions
stored in the memory 121. The program instructions may
include software applications, drivers, and/or operating sys-
tems. In one embodiment, the software applications include
one or more programs configured to provide a user interface
for a viewport in which multiple streams of shared media
items are aggregated.

The I/O devices 122 may include at least one of a keyboard,
amouse, a monitor, a speaker, a switch, a touchscreen, a USB
port, a firewire port, a serial port, an Ethernet port, a disk
drive, a flash drive, and a wireless network card, among
others. In one embodiment, the I/O devices 122 are used to
transmit data to and receive data from the network 104. In
another embodiment, the I/O devices 122 can be used to store
data in the memory 121.

The memory 121 may be any type of memory unit, includ-
ing a random-access memory (RAM) unit, a dynamic RAM
(DRAM) unit, a hard disk drive, or a flash memory module,
among others. The memory 121 is configured to store soft-
ware applications, drivers, and/or operating systems. In one
embodiment, the memory 121 stores a software application
that, when executed by the processor 120, provides a user
interface for receiving shared media.

The second recipient computing device 108 includes a
processor 124, a memory 125, and I/O devices 126. In one
embodiment, the processor 124, the memory 125, and the [/O
devices 126 included in the second recipient computing
device 108 are substantially similar to the processor 120, the
memory 121, and the I/O devices 122, respectively, included
in the first recipient computing device 106, and are not
described in greater detail herein.

In the system 100 illustrated in FIG. 1, two different recipi-
ent computing devices 106, 108 are shown. In alternative
embodiments, the system 100 may include one recipient com-
puting device, or more than two different recipient computing
devices. Similarly, in the system 100 illustrated in FIG. 1, one
sender computing device 102 is shown. In alternative
embodiments, the system 100 may include two or more dif-
ferent sender computing devices. In still further embodi-
ments, a particular computing device may be both a sender
computing device and a recipient computing device, as
described in greater detail herein.

The server computing device 110 includes a processor, a
memory, and I/O devices (none shown). Similar to the pro-
cessors 116,120, 124 included in the other computing devices
102, 106, 108 shown in FIG. 1, the processor included in the
server computing device 110 is coupled to the I/O devices and
to the memory. The processor is the primary processor of the
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server computing device 110. The processor may be at least
one of a single-core processor, a multi-core processor, an
ASIC, an FPGA, a GPU, and a combination of processing
units. In some embodiments, the processor may be configured
to execute program instructions stored in the memory. The
program instructions may include software applications,
drivers, and/or operating systems. In one embodiment, the
software applications may include a program that allows for
the sharing of one or more media items between a sender and
one or more recipients via a channel.

Additional details of a computing device, such as one or
more of the computing devices 102, 106, 108, 110, are
described below in greater detail in FIG. 2.

As shown, the server computing device 110 is coupled to a
database 112. The database 112 may be any technically fea-
sible type of storage device, including one comprising a dis-
tributed storage architecture. In one embodiment, the data-
base 112 stores the media items being shared between a
sender and one or more recipients via channels. In some
embodiments, the database 112 is included within the server
computing device 110.

The hand-held device 114 may be any technically feasible
type of hand-held device, including, for example, a digital
video camera, a digital photo camera, or a cellular phone. In
some embodiments that hand-held device 114 comprises the
sender computing device 102.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a computing device 200,
according to one embodiment of the invention. The comput-
ing device 200 is one embodiment of a configuration of one or
more of the computing devices 102, 106, 108, 110, shown in
FIG. 1. Computing device 200 may be at least one of a
personal computer, video game console, personal digital
assistant, rendering engine, mobile phone, web-enabled TV,
set-top box, and any other device suitable for practicing one
or more embodiments of the invention.

As shown, computing device 200 includes a CPU 202 and
a system memory 204 communicating via a bus path that may
include a memory bridge 206. CPU 202 includes one or more
processing cores, and, in operation, CPU 202 is the master
processor of computing device 200, controlling and coordi-
nating operations of other system components. System
memory 204 stores software applications and data for use by
CPU 202. CPU 202 runs software applications and optionally
anoperating system. Memory bridge 206, which may be, e.g.,
a Northbridge chip, is connected via a bus or other commu-
nication path (e.g., a HyperTransport link) to an /O (input/
output) bridge 214. I/O bridge 214, which may be, e.g., a
Southbridge chip, receives user input from one or more user
input devices 216 (e.g., keyboard, mouse, joystick, digitizer
tablets, touch pads, touch screens, still or video cameras,
motion sensors, and/or microphones) and forwards the input
to CPU 202 via memory bridge 206.

A display processor 208 is coupled to memory bridge 206
via a bus or other communication path (e.g., a PCI Express,
Accelerated Graphics Port, or HyperTransport link); in one
embodiment display processor 208 is a graphics subsystem
that includes at least one GPU and graphics memory. Graph-
ics memory includes a display memory (e.g., a frame buffer)
used for storing pixel data for each pixel of an output image.
Graphics memory can be integrated in the same device as the
GPU, connected as a separate device with the GPU, and/or
implemented within system memory 204.

Display processor 208 periodically delivers pixels to a
display device 210 (e.g., a screen or conventional CRT,
plasma, OLED, SED or LCD based monitor or television).
Additionally, display processor 208 may output pixels to
digital recorders adapted to reproduce computer generated
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images on digital media. Display processor 208 can provide
display device 210 with an analog or digital signal.

A system disk 212 is also connected to I/O bridge 214 and
may be configured to store content and applications and data
for use by CPU 202 and display processor 208. System disk
212 provides non-volatile storage for applications and data
and may include fixed or removable hard disk drives, flash
memory devices, and CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, Blu-ray, HD-
DVD, or other magnetic, optical, or solid state storage
devices.

A switch 220 provides connections between /O bridge 214
and other components such as a network adapter 224 and
various add-in cards 218 and 222. Network adapter 224
allows computing device 200 to communicate with other
systems via an electronic communications network, and may
include wired or wireless communication over local area
networks and wide area networks such as the Internet.

Other components (not shown), including USB or other
port connections, film recording devices, and the like, may
also be connected to /O bridge 214. For example, an audio
processor may be used to generate analog or digital audio
output from instructions and/or data provided by CPU 202,
system memory 204, or system disk 212. Communication
paths interconnecting the various components in FIG. 2 may
be implemented using any suitable protocols, such as PCI
(Peripheral Component Interconnect), PCI Express (PCI-E),
AGP (Accelerated Graphics Port), HyperTransport, or any
other bus or point-to-point communication protocol(s), and
connections between different devices may use different pro-
tocols, as is known in the art.

In one embodiment, display processor 208 incorporates
circuitry optimized for graphics and video processing,
including, for example, video output circuitry, and constitutes
a GPU. In another embodiment, display processor 208 incor-
porates circuitry optimized for general purpose processing. In
yet another embodiment, display processor 208 may be inte-
grated with one or more other system elements, such as the
memory bridge 206, CPU 202, and I/O bridge 214 to form a
system on chip (SoC). In still further embodiments, display
processor 208 is omitted and software executed by CPU 202
performs the functions of display processor 208. Pixel data
can be provided to display processor 258 directly from CPU
202. In some embodiments of the present invention, instruc-
tions and/or data representing a scene are provided to a render
farm or a set of server computers, each similar to computing
device 200, via network adapter 224 or system disk 212. The
render farm generates one or more rendered images of the
scene using the provided instructions and/or data. These ren-
dered images may be stored on computer-readable media in a
digital format and optionally returned to computing device
200 for display. Similarly, stereo image pairs processed by
display processor 208 may be output to other systems for
display, stored in system disk 212, or stored on computer-
readable media in a digital format.

Alternatively, CPU 202 provides display processor 208
with data and/or instructions defining the desired output
images, from which display processor 208 generates the pixel
data of one or more output images. The data and/or instruc-
tions defining the desired output images can be stored in
system memory 204 or graphics memory within display pro-
cessor 208.

It will be appreciated that the system shown herein is
illustrative and that variations and modifications are possible.
The connection topology, including the number and arrange-
ment of bridges, may be modified as desired. For instance, in
some embodiments, system memory 204 is connected to CPU
202 directly rather than through a bridge, and other devices
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communicate with system memory 204 via memory bridge
206 and CPU 202. In other alternative topologies, display
processor 208 is connected to /O bridge 214 or directly to
CPU 202, rather than to memory bridge 206. In still other
embodiments, I/O bridge 214 and memory bridge 206 might
be integrated into a single chip. The particular components
shown herein are optional; for instance, any number of add-in
cards or peripheral devices might be supported. In some
embodiments, switch 220 is eliminated, and network adapter
224 and add-in cards 218, 222 connect directly to I/O bridge
214.

Replacing an Image With a Media Player

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram illustrating replacing an
image with a media player, according to one embodiment of
the invention. In one embodiment, an image 302 is a digital
image that depicts the media player 308. The image 302 is
included in a software application, such as a web browser. As
shown, the image 302 represents the user interface of the
media player 308 that includes playback, volume, and video
resolution controls. However, since the image 302 is merely
in image that resembles the media player, but is not an actual
media player, the controls included in the image, when
selected by the user, have no effect.

In one embodiment, an event 304 occurs when a cursor 301
enters within the boundaries of the image 302. Accordingly,
the image 302 is pre-configured to detect a “mouse-enter”
event, as further described in FIGS. 4A-4B and 5. The mouse-
enter event causes a media player 308 to be loaded directly
behind the image 302 so that a user viewing the web page is
unaware of the changes occurring, i.e., that the media player
308 is loading behind the image 302. In the example shown in
FIG. 3, media player 308 is shown offset to the image 302 for
illustrative purposes only. An event 310 occurs when the
media player 308 has completed loading. As shown, the
image 302 is no longer present after event 310. In one
embodiment, the image 302 is removed from the web page
when the media player 308 has completed loading. In other
embodiments, the transparency of the image 302 is increased
as the player loads. In further embodiments, the transparency
of'the image 302 is increased proportionally to the load status
of the player or increased over a pre-configured amount of
time. In both embodiments, a seamless transition between the
image 302 and the media player is provided.

FIG. 4A is a screenshot of a web browser that is configured
to load a web page that includes a viewport, according to one
embodiment of the invention. As shown, viewport may be
displayed in a browser application 400 that includes a video
feed window 451, an active cursor 424, and previous cursors
454, 464, 470, 476. The video feed window 451 includes
media players 452, 462, 468, 474, and images 456, 460, 466,
472, 478.

As shown, the images 456, 460, 466, 472, 478 are indis-
tinguishable from the media players 452, 462, 468, 474 to a
view of the web page. More specifically, the viewer of the web
browser application perceives and interprets the images 456,
460,466,472 478 as actual media players loaded into the web
page. As described herein, a mouse-enter event has not yet
occurred for each of the images 456, 466, 472, 478 and, thus,
these images remain displayed within the video feed window
451. By contrast, a mouse-enter event has occurred for the
images that were previously located in the position of each of
the media players 452, 462, 468 and 474.

The previous cursors 454, 464, 470, 476 represent the
location of the mouse cursor at previous moments in time. As
depicted by the previous cursors 454, 464, 470, 476, each of
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the corresponding media players 452, 462, 468, 474, respec-
tively, has been “moused-over” by the cursor. As described
above in FIG. 3, each image is replaced by a media player
when a mouse-enter event is detected over the image. For
example, the media player 452 replaced an image (not shown)
when the previous cursor entered within the boundaries of the
image. Thus, each of the media players 452, 462, 468, 474
were previously represented by images that have been
removed subsequent to mouse-enter events. In other embodi-
ments, an event other than a mouse-enter event may trigger an
image being replaced by a media player. Accordingly, in some
embodiments, when a user navigates to a web page that is
configured to implement embodiments of the invention,
images are loaded for each video to be displayed in the
webpage. Each image may represent a media player, where
the first frame of the video to be played by a particular media
player is depicted in the image.

FIG. 4B is a screenshot of a software application that
includes a viewport, according to one embodiment of the
invention. As shown, viewport may be displayed in a software
application window 450 that includes a video feed window
451, an active cursor 424, and previous cursors 454, 464, 470,
476. The video feed window 451 includes media players 452,
462, 468, 474, and images 456, 460, 466, 472, 478. In one
embodiment, the software application window 450 is associ-
ated with a stand-alone software application, other than a web
browser, installed on a computing device.

Similar to the browser application 400 shown in FIG. 4A,
the images 456,460, 466, 472, 478 are indistinguishable from
the media players 452, 462, 468, 474 to a user of the software
application. More specifically, the user of the software appli-
cation perceives and interprets the images 456, 460, 466, 472
478 as actual media players loaded into the software applica-
tion. As described herein, a mouse-enter event has not yet
occurred for each of the images 456, 466, 472, 478 and, thus,
these images remain displayed within the video feed window
451. By contrast, a mouse-enter event has occurred for the
images that were previously located in the position of each of
the media players 452, 462, 468 and 474.

Again, the previous cursors 454, 464, 470, 476 represent
the location of the mouse cursor at previous moments in time.
As depicted by the previous cursors 454, 464, 470, 476, each
of the corresponding media players 452, 462, 468, 474,
respectively, has been “moused-over” by the cursor. As
described above in FIG. 3, each image is replaced by a media
player when a mouse-enter event is detected over the image.
For example, the media player 452 replaced an image (not
shown) when the previous cursor entered within the bound-
aries of the image. Thus, each of the media players 452, 462,
468, 474 were previously represented by images that have
been removed subsequent to mouse-enter events. In other
embodiments, an event other than a mouse-enter event may
trigger an image being replaced by a media player. Accord-
ingly, in some embodiments, when a user loads a software
application that is configured to implement embodiments of
the invention, images are loaded for each video to be dis-
played in the software application. Each image may represent
a media player, where the first frame of the video to be played
by a particular media player is depicted in the image.

In some embodiments, at least ten images are displayed in
the interface within the software application or web browser.
In some embodiments, over one-hundred images are dis-
played in the interface. Using prior art techniques, a separate
media player would need to be loaded for each media file to be
played by the interface. A typical computer system likely
does not have the resources to properly load such a large
number of media players at the same time. However, using
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embodiments of the invention, rather than loading individual
media players, images are loaded that represent media play-
ers. Loading images instead of media players requires far less
computing resources, e.g., memory. Only after an event, such
as a mouse-over event, is detected is a particular image
replaced with a player. Thus, embodiments of the invention
provide for a more reliable and robust technique for playing
back media files within a software application, such as a web
browser.

FIG. 5 is flow diagram of method steps for generating an
interface that includes images of one or more media players,
according to one embodiment of the invention. Persons
skilled in the art will understand that, even though the method
500 is described in conjunction with the systems of FIGS.
1-4B, any system configured to perform the steps of the
method 500 illustrated in FIG. 5, in any order, is within the
scope of embodiments of the invention.

As shown, the method 500 begins at step 501, where a
software application receives a request to initialize an inter-
face configured to play back one or more video files. Embodi-
ments of the invention are also equally applicable to any type
of video file other than video files. In one embodiment, the
software application is a web server that generates web page
user interfaces for requesting users. A browser application
receives the generated web page and displays content of the
web page to the user. At step 502, where a web server appli-
cation executing on a server computing device sets a first
video file included in a plurality of video files as a current
video file. In one embodiment, the web server parses each
video file in the plurality of video files and references aunique
file identifier included in each video file. Each unique file
identifier is added to a new row in a memory table. Each row
includes two columns, where the first column stores the
unique file identifier and the second column stores a Boolean
value that represents whether the execution of steps 504-506
has completed for the video file corresponding to the unique
file identifier. The current video file is a memory pointer that
is updatable to refer to a particular video file. The web server
sets the current video file to the video file corresponding to the
unique file identifier in the first row of the table.

At step 504, the web server application extracts a video
frame from the current video file. In one embodiment, the web
server application retrieves the current video file from a data-
base coupled to the server computing device and transfers at
least one frame of the current video file into a local memory,
such as a random access memory (RAM) included in the
server computing device. In other embodiments, the web
server application retrieves at least one frame of the current
video file from offsite storage using a local area connection or
internet connection. Upon retrieval of the at least one frame of
the current video file, the web server application parses the
video file to extract one video frame. In some embodiments,
the web server application is configured to extract the first
frame of the video file. However, in other embodiments, the
web server application may be configured to extract any
frame within the video file—for example, a frame from the
middle of the video file, or the final frame of the video file.

At step 506, the web server application generates an image
that includes the extracted video frame and a media player
interface that surrounds the extracted video frame. The web
server application then modifies the generated image to
include a rendering of the media player interface. In one
embodiment, a playback bar may be added to the image.
Optionally, the web server application may also be configured
to render additional elements into the generated image, such
as borders and/or shadows. For example, if the web server
application is configured to include a 1-pixel black border
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around the media player interface. In some embodiments, the
rendered image can be cached on the web server to decrease
latencies that would normally occur by regenerating the ren-
dered image.

Atstep 508, the web server application determines whether
additional video files are included in the plurality of video
files to be displayed on the web page. Upon completion of
processing each video file at step 506, the Boolean value
stored in the row of the unique file identifier corresponding to
the current video file is updated from a value of “false” to
“true.” The web server parses the table to determine whether
any rows included in the table have a Boolean value of “false,”
indicating that at least one video file included in the plurality
of video files has not yet been processed by the web server
application as described in steps 504 and 506. If, at step 508,
the web server application determines that additional video
files are included in the plurality of video files, then the
method 500 proceeds to step 510.

Atstep 510, the web server application sets a next video file
included in the plurality of video files as the current video file.
In one embodiment, the web server application sets the cur-
rent video file to the video file that corresponds to the unique
file identifier stored in the second row of the table. In some
embodiments, the web server application is configured to
process each video file in a particular order.

If, at step 508, the web server application determines that
no additional video files are included in the plurality of video
files, then the method 500 proceeds to step 512. At step 512,
the web server application generates a web page that includes
each rendered image. In one embodiment, the web server
application generates a hypertext markup language (HTML)
page that instructs a browser that reads the HTML page to
position the rendered images in a grid. The HTML page
includes code that causes the browser to render hyperlinks to
additional videos, such as related and/or promoted videos. In
other embodiments, the web server application generates the
web page using any known coding techniques including, but
not limited to, JavaScript by Sun Microsystems, Hypertext
Preprocessor (PHP) and/or Active Server Pages (ASP.net) by
Microsoft.

Atstep 514, the web server configures each rendered image
to detect a mouse-enter event. In web development, event
handlers are used to execute a segment of code upon the
occurrence of the associated event. Such segments of code are
often referred to as “subroutines.” For example, code
included in the web page can configure the browser to execute
a first subroutine when a particular button is left-clicked by a
mouse. The web page can further configure the browser to
execute a second subroutine when the mouse is positioned
within the boundaries of a particular webpage element,
referred to herein as a “mouse-enter” event. In one embodi-
ment, the web application configures the web page to include
a mouse-enter event handler linked to each rendered image.
Each mouse-enter event handler specifies a particular subrou-
tine that is to be executed when the mouse enters the boundary
of the corresponding rendered image.

At step 516, the web server configures each mouse-enter
event to cause the rendered image to be replaced with a media
player configured to play the corresponding video file. The
mouse-enter events that are linked to each rendered image, as
described above in step 514, are configured to cause a par-
ticular subroutine to be executed. The subroutine, when
executed by the browser, directs a request to the web server
application to deliver the appropriate video file to the browser.
Upon receipt of the video file, the appropriate rendered image
is removed from the page and replaced by a media player
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configured to play the corresponding video file. Additional
details of this process are described below in FIG. 5.

In sum, embodiments of the invention provide techniques
for receiving a request to generate an interface configured to
play back one or more media files. For each ofthe one or more
media files, an image is generated that represents a frame
included in the media file. Each image can be replaced with a
media player configured to play back the corresponding
media file after an event is detected for that particular media
player.

Advantageously, embodiments of the invention provide the
ability to include multiple media players within a user inter-
face without exhausting resources of a system. Each media
player is loaded only when a user selects an image that is
rendered to depict a media player, thereby saving memory of
the system without degrading the overall user experience.

While the forgoing is directed to embodiments of the
present invention, other and further embodiments of the
invention may be devised without departing from the basic
scope thereof. For example, aspects of the present invention
may be implemented in hardware or software or in a combi-
nation of hardware and software. In addition, one embodi-
ment of the invention may be implemented as a program
product for use with a computer system. The program(s) of
the program product define functions of the embodiments
(including the methods described herein) and can be con-
tained on a variety of computer-readable storage media. I1lus-
trative computer-readable storage media include, but are not
limited to: (i) non-writable storage media (e.g., read-only
memory devices within a computer such as CD-ROM disks
readable by a CD-ROM drive, flash memory, ROM chips or
any type of solid-state non-volatile semiconductor memory)
on which information is permanently stored; and (ii) writable
storage media (e.g., floppy disks within a diskette drive or
hard-disk drive or any type of solid-state random-access
semiconductor memory) on which alterable information is
stored. Such computer-readable storage media, when carry-
ing computer-readable instructions that direct the functions
of the present invention, are embodiments of the present
invention. Therefore, the scope of the present invention is
determined by the claims that follow.

The invention claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for initiating playing
a video file within a web browser, comprising:

generating an interface within the web browser;

generating an image, a first portion of the image represent-

ing a frame of the video file, a second portion of the
image including non-functional playback, volume, and
video resolution controls; and

displaying the image within the interface.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising, before gen-
erating the interface and at a time that that no media players
are loaded into computer memory:

detecting a predetermined event.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the predetermined event
includes at least one of:

a mouse cursor crossing a boundary associated with the

image displayed within the interface;

at least one finger of a user interacting with the image

displayed within the interface; or

a keyboard keystroke.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising, in response
to detecting the predetermined event:

loading a media player for the first time into computer

memory, the media player including functional play-
back, volume, and video resolution controls that coin-
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cide with the non-functional playback, volume, and
video resolution controls in the second portion of the
image.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

displaying the functional playback, volume, and video

resolution controls of the media player in the first section
of'the interface and behind the non-functional playback,
volume, and video resolution controls in the second
portion of the image.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising, while the
media player loads into the computer memory:

increasing a transparency of the image.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the transparency of the
image is increased proportionally to a load status of the media
player.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the transparency of the
image is increased over a pre-configured amount of time.

9. The method of claim 6, further comprising, after the
media player is loaded into the computer memory:

removing the image from the first section of the interface,

and retaining the functional playback, volume, and
video resolution controls of the media player in the first
section of the interface.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising, after the
image is removed from the first section of the interface:

activating the functional playback, volume, and video reso-

Iution controls of the media player, so that functional
playback, volume, and video resolution controls become
accessible from the interface in the web browser.

11. A device for playing a video file within a web browser,
comprising:

at least one processor; and

at least one memory, including instructions that, when

executed on the at least one processor, cause the at least
one processor to perform data processing activities com-
prising:

generating an interface within the web browser;

generating an image, a first portion of the image represent-

ing a frame of the video file, a second portion of the
image including non-functional playback, volume, and
video resolution controls; and

displaying the image within the interface.

12. The device of claim 11, wherein the instructions further
comprise, before generating the interface and at a time that
that no media players are loaded into computer memory:

detecting a predetermined event.

13. The device of claim 12, wherein the instructions further
comprise, in response to detecting the predetermined event:

loading a media player for the first time into computer

memory, the media player including functional play-
back, volume, and video resolution controls that coin-
cide with the non-functional playback, volume, and
video resolution controls in the second portion of the
image.

14. The device of claim 13, wherein the instructions further
comprise:

displaying the functional playback, volume, and video

resolution controls of the media player in the first section
of'the interface and behind the non-functional playback,
volume, and video resolution controls in the second
portion of the image.

15. The device of claim 14, wherein the instructions further
comprise, while the media player loads into the computer
memory:

increasing a transparency of the image.
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16. The device of claim 15, wherein the instructions further
comprise, after the media player is loaded into the computer
memory:

removing the image from the first section of the interface,

and retaining the functional playback, volume, and
video resolution controls of the media player in the first
section of the interface.

17. The device of claim 16, wherein the instructions further
comprise, after the image is removed from the first section of
the interface:

activating the functional playback, volume, and video reso-

Iution controls of the media player, so that functional
playback, volume, and video resolution controls become
accessible from the interface in the web browser.

18. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing instructions that, when executed by a processor, cause
the processor to initiate playing a video file within a web
browser by perform data processing activities comprising:

generating an interface within the web browser;

generating an image, a first portion of the image represent-
ing a frame of the video file, a second portion of the
image including non-functional playback, volume, and
video resolution controls; and

displaying the image within the interface.

19. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 18, wherein the instructions further comprise:

before generating the interface and at a time that that no

media players are loaded into computer memory, detect-
ing a predetermined event;

inresponse to detecting the predetermined event, loading a

media player for the first time into computer memory,
the media player including functional playback, volume,
and video resolution controls that coincide with the non-
functional playback, volume, and video resolution con-
trols in the second portion of the image;

displaying the functional playback, volume, and video

resolution controls of the media player in the first section
of the interface and behind the non-functional playback,
volume, and video resolution controls in the second
portion of the image;

while the media player loads into the computer memory,

increasing a transparency of the image;

after the media player is loaded into the computer memory,

removing the image from the first section of the inter-
face, and retaining the functional playback, volume, and
video resolution controls of the media player in the first
section of the interface; and

after the image is removed from the first section of the

interface, activating the functional playback, volume,
and video resolution controls of the media player, so that
functional playback, volume, and video resolution con-
trols become accessible from the interface in the web
browser.

20. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of'claim 18, wherein the predetermined event includes at least
one of:

a mouse cursor crossing a boundary associated with the

image displayed within the interface;

at least one finger of a user interacting with the image

displayed within the interface; or

a keyboard keystroke.
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